BELIEFS

WHAT CHRISTIANS BELIEVE
AND WHY IT MATTERS

Small Group Series | Week Four

1. We learned that the atonement is God’s way of repairing our broken relationship with Him through
the sacrificial work of Jesus. How would you explain the atonement in your own words, and why is
it important for every Christian to understand what Jesus accomplished on the cross?

2. Pastor Herbert talked about how the cross provides far more than forgiveness—it gives us
redemption, justification, reconciliation, adoption, freedom, victory, peace, access to God and the
Holy Spirit; sanctification, resurrection, eternal life, and complete restoration. Which benefit of the
atonement stood out to you the most and why?

3. We looked at 1 Peter 2:24 and how Jesus bore our sins and declared, “by his wounds you have
been healed.” How does understanding healing as part of what Jesus purchased on the cross
change the way you pray for yourself or someone else who is sick?

4. We talked about Jehovah-Rapha—"“l am the LORD who heals you”—and how Jesus demonstrated
God’s heart by healing people throughout His ministry. What does God’s willingness to heal broken
bodies, minds, and hearts teach you about His character and His heart toward people who are
hurting?

5. We can experience God’s healing now, while also recognizing that the complete redemption of our
bodies will come at the resurrection. How does this understanding help you hold onto faith when
healing doesn’t happen as quickly or in the way you hoped?
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6. We learned that God can bring healing through prayer, anointing with oil, spiritual gifts, and
doctors and medicine. Have you ever seen God use one of these ways to bring healing or help to
you or to someone you know? What did that experience teach you about how God works?

7. We talked about instant healing, progressive healing, and ultimate healing. Which of these three
ways helps you understand God’s work in healing the most and why?

8. We said our responsibility isn’t to determine when or how God will heal, but to pray, believe, trust,
and leave the outcome to God. Which of those four responses—pray, believe, trust, or surrender the
outcome—is the biggest challenge for you, and why?

9. The big idea was: “Some healing is experienced now, but full healing is guaranteed in eternity.”
How can this truth give us both faith to pray for healing today and peace when we have to trust
God with the outcome?
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